LATIMES, COM/OPINION

Tos Angele:

He should not seek reelection
in 2014 but instead focus on
reforming his troubled department.

me Baca Has BEEN Los Angeles
Cowty sheriff for nearly 16 years,
and the last five have brought an
extraordinary cascade of scandals
that have exposed the dismal
state of the department and the jells he
muns. A5 a new election season beging, Baca
should make the best of a bad situation and

annournce that he will not seek reelection in

2014, Instead, he should focus his attention
on reforing the department while, clearing
fhe field so that cendidates will step forward
o run for his joh.

What possibie argument is there for a
fifth term for Baca? Evidence thaf shertff’s
deputies regularly beaf inmates in the jails
is mounting, and a wide-ranging federal n-
vestigation has been launched, Including an
FEBI probe into criminal wrongdoing. Sepa-
rateiy, the U.5. Department of Justice con-
chided last month that sherifi’s deputies In
the Antelope Valley repeatedly viclated the
oivil rights of African Arnericans and Lati-
nos. Allegations of special treatment for Ba-
es's friends and political donors have beena
recurring themme over the years.

Raca has repeatedly claimed o be un-
aware of the troubling goibgs-on in the de-
partment he's supposed 0 lead — the vio-
lence, the gang-like cligues of deputies, the
dearth of meaningful oversight. But tack of

Ca

knowledge is no excuse. That's why the
Citizens' Commission on Jail Vielence
blasted him last year for ignosing mulliple
watnings and declintng to ask probing ques-
tions orto implement reforms. The commis-
sion ealled it a faiiure of leadership and con-
sluded that if the CEO of g privaie company
had been so completely in the datk, his
hoard of directors would prebably have re-
placed hin.

Mext June, the voters of Los Angeles
County will be asked toelect a sherit, 3o farn,
no credible challengers have smerged. Ba-
es’s likely opponents include Lou Vince, &
Hitte-known Los Angeles police officer, and
Patrick Gomesz, a retived Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Heutenant who has twice ran unsue-
eessfully for the job. Paul Tanaka, Baca’s
former top aide, 18 Tumored to be preparing
to challenge his former boss, but he has
heen accused of encouraging misconduct
atidl abuse inthe depariment.

Tt is extremely difficult for an outside
candidaie to raise the money or buiid the
campaign organizaticn necessary to unseat
an inedmbent. In fact, at least since 1832, 00
inoumbent L.A. County sheriff has ever been
unseated. It Baca wers to announes that he
would not run agaln, it would open up the
fleld and make a credible race by a credible
candidate muweh more Hikely

Even i Baca remains in the race, we hope
that a competent, experiencad challenger
will step forward to ron & sericus eampalgh
against him. I18's time for voters to focus on
this important but mismanaged county de-
partment and the many serious problems
there that need to be addressed.
















